
POLICY ON COPYRIGHTS 

I. POLICY

The objective of this policy is to encourage the development of 
copyrighted works as well as to set forth the parameters by which copyright 
ownership is achieved. All rights in copyright for works arising from the use of 
any University resources shall belong to the University. 

It is the policy of Morgan State University that copyrights arising from 
aesthetic, scholarly, or other work developed through independent efforts and 
not part of a directed institutional or University assignment shall reside with the 
originator. Independent effort is defined as the product of inquiry, investigation, 
or research to advance truth, knowledge, or the arts where the specific choice, 
content, course, and direction of the effort is determined by the individual without 
assignment or supervision by the University. 

In conformity with this policy, the President is authorized to enter into 
agreements with respect to ownership, licensure, disposition of royalty income, 
resolution of disputes, and other rights related to copyrights. The President is 
authorized to register copyrights, accept copyrights from third parties, and to sell 
or grant licenses or assignments in the name of the University for any rights to 

. copyrights under University jurisdiction. 

II. OWNERSHIP BY CA TE GORY OF WORK

A. Scholarly/Aesthetic

In keeping with traditional academic practice and policy, ownership of 
copyrights to scholarly or aesthetic works that are prepared through independent 
effort and not part of a directed assignment shall reside with the originator except 
as otherwise provided in this Policy. The general obligation of faculty to produce 
scholarly works does not constitute such a directed assignment. 

B. Personal

The copyright to any work that is prepared outside the scope of 
employment and without the use of University resources by an employee shall be 
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